Background: Despite successful surgery of aortic coarctation, cardiovascular mortality and morbidity are increased in adult post-coarctectomy patients. Although the cause for this increased risk is thought to be multifactorial, an increased burden of atherosclerosis might be a reason. Carotid intima-media thickness (CIMT) assessed by non-invasive carotid ultrasound is a validated indicator of atherosclerosis. Recent studies have shown that adult post-coarctectomy patients have an increased CIMT in the carotid arteries compared to healthy controls. The aim of our study was to elucidate the process of arterial wall change over time in post-coarctectomy patients and unaffected controls.
